CONCEPTUAL PROJECTS

hefollowing project conceptswereidentifiedasneedsor inter-
eds but will need much more research or changesin exising

physical or politica parametersto becomepossbilities These
sitesareillustrated in Figurell-1.

VA SAMOA PENINSULA

VA1 JETTY ROAD COVE BEACH (WATER TRAIL ACCESS)

Thissmall coveand sandy beach is protected by rock j ettiesand man-
aged by theBLM. It offers good bay accessfor novice paddlers. Park-
ing space is limited and the Jetty Road gate is closed one hour after
sunset. Better parking and appropriate signage could be provided.

VA2 FooT oF PARK STREET (WATER TRAIL ACCESS)

Park Street ends at a sandy beach near Fairhaven, with aview across
thebay to Eureka. Thearea provides accessto the degp waterchannel
between Samoa Peninsula and Eureka The site could be enhanced
for water access by ddinegting parking and providing appropri ate
signage. The site a so provides adequate fishing access and could
potentially serveasatrailhead to allow continuous beach access south
to the Samoa Boat Ramp County Park.

VA3 FooT oF COLE STREET (WATER TRAIL ACCESS)

Cole Street, off Bay Sreet in Fairheven, ends at a sandy beach (or
mud flats at lower tides). Debris has been dumped between the road
and the beach. Thereis agreat ded of boat-building history and ac-
tivity inthisarea, and thoughitiscurrently neglected, itisava uable
coasta access point and should be reestablished.

VA4 OLD NAvVvY BASE RoOAD

If road shoulders were improved for bike access, this road could
provide a better link between bay communities and coasta recre-
ation opportuniti es on the peninsula.

VAS TOWN OF SAMOA

This historicaly company-owned town wasrecently purchased by
two locd individuads. Future opportunities may exist for coastal ac-
Cess improvements.
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Jetty Road Cove is secluded fromfast-moving
currents and provides an easy beach launch
for paddle-boaters.

Bicyclistsfrequently use Old Nawy
Base Road along the Samoa Peninsula.



The ‘waterlinetrail’, locally known as ‘I-5’,
has flooding problemsin the winter.

Thisunimproved waterline maintenanceaccessroute between the
towns of M anilaand Samoa has been used historically used by walk-
ersand equestrians. Just east of theforedune, this corridor often floods
during thewinter. Thisroutewas considered as apotentia CCT route
if the Hammond Trail were to be connected to the peninsula.

Upgrading thi sroute to multi-use trai | would incl udeimpactsto sen-
sitive plant speci es (includi ng beach layia), intensive maintenance
activities and Water District vehicle interface with trail visitors, and
would likely be cost prohi bitive.

The community of Manilaisbisected by aphysca and mental bar-
rier of SR 255. As use of US 101 between Arcataand Eurekainten-
sifies, traffic will become even heavier on this state highway. SR
255 restri ctsfreeaccess between the M anilaBeach & Dunesand the
bay. Highway-appropriate traffic ca ming that facilitates pedestrian
crossing should be considered — or an overpass or underpass. Over-
pass structures, however, when built at-grade to at-grade, tend to be
ineffective. An underpass would likely require slight e evation of
the highway surface.

Input from Caltrans District 1 to the draft Study notes that “any
solution to [the above] concern (as demonstrated by current land use
planning) must address possble future industriad or service sector
growthwiththe potentid to i ncreasetraffic on the SamoaPeninsula.”

In the community of Manila, this main thoroughfarefor al modes
of travel isnot well suited to pedestrian and bicycletrafficand should
beimproved for non-motori zed access. Parts of this corridor arevery
narrow and private property acquisition would be needed to add
shoulder width to the road.

Therewere many inquiri esthroughout this project about the possibil-
ity of atrail along the SR 255 andrailroad corridor around thenorth
and west sides of the bay. Through the community of Manila and
along the bayshorenorth of the Samoa Bridges, constraints for atrail
next to the railroad corridor include the close physca proximity of
buildings in Manila and bay or sdt marsh impacts south of Manila.




Thoughthissiteiscurrently used by paddlers, parkingis very lim-
ited and the road shoulder dlows no room for expansion without
significant wetland impacts. Theremay be possibilitiesfor improved
‘put-in” access on the east or west side of the existing bridge, but
concerns about potentia slough habitat impacts by increased visita-
tion would need to be addressed.

Thereis currently not adequateroom between SR 255 and the rail-
road corridor for atrail, though this concept has been apopular one.
A dedicated non-motorized facility between Arcataand M anilaa ong
the highway/railroad corridor could befeasible if additional private
land adj acent to the corridor was purchased.

Thestream channel herehaswater at all tides, however, thi s segment
of US 101 isacontrolled facility and parking at this location is not
legd ly permissible. In addition, the Jacoby Creek estuary is a very
small, sensitivewildlife area. It is known to loca birders as popular
roosting habitat. The site is currently accessed by waterfow! hunt-
ers, however improvement for water trai | accessis not recommended.
A former residence on sitecould be a good obersvation pointif high-
way access issues were ever addressed.

The Bracut Marsh is an anomaly inthatitis actually owned by the
Coastal Conservancy. It was the first wetland mitigation bank in
Cdifornia The site is surrounded by private land and the bay, and
there isactually no approved public access, though landowners have
entertained theidea of alowing public access under specific circum-
stances. The levee around Bracut Marsh would make an excel lent
trall, and if a bicycle path between Arcata and Eureka was devel -
oped, this site could provide arespite from the freeway environment
aongtheway. However, thismarsh was developed primarily for habi -
tat value, and if public access isnot determined to be an appropri ae
use of the area, trails should not be deve oped.

TheBracut Marsh |evee could become a
publictrail if accessto thesite isdeve oped.



Paddling access to Freshwater Sough could
be improved on private lands.

The Washington Slough channe aong the north side of this area
has water a low tide that is accessible by boat only over rocks and
mud. A ccess to the shordineis via private property. The siteis sub-
ject to highway noi se, but provides unigue access to the east side of
the bay, including the Bracut Marsh shordine. Waterfow! hunters
use this site for bay access. It may be feasible to formaize public
access and improve site aestheti cs and physical access to the water.

This privatdy owned native plant nursery is developing wetlands
and trails as part of amanagement plan that includes providing pub-
lic access and educati ona opportunities. |mprovements made to this
point have been privatd y funded. A trail link to the Fay Slough Wil d-
life Area could be made dong utility easements but public access
aong the easements would have to be negotiated with other land-
owners and appropriate put-i n/take-out sites would have to beiden-
tified. DFG would a so need to agree to any trail connection between
lands under their juri sdiction and private | ands.

There is potential ‘water trail’ access a this site to a long slough
channel, which is often fresh water at this distance from the bay.
Boaters can “run” the creek from this site into the bay, experiencing
the transition from freshwater ri parian habitat to sat marsh. Fresh-
water Farms, on the south side of the creek, may be interested in
developing paddle boat access and is interested in developing trail s.
Physical improvementswould be needed to ensure the safety of pad-
dlers, and to protect sensitive habitat and shordine.

Thereisaninformal parking area at thenortheast sideof thebridge,
with a short, narrow, steep trail to the water. This site provides op-
portunity for accessto the somewhat sheltered upper reaches of Ryan
and Freshwater Sloughs and out to the bay. The site could be im-
proved by ddlinegting parking aress, adding landscape features, im-
proving the trail to create a hand-launch site, and insta lation of ap-
propriatesignage. A ccess development could possibly beworked into
the upcoming re-design of Old Arcata Road/Myrtle Avenue.




It is possible that the wastewater line route below Myrtle Avenue
could be deve oped as a boardwak and/or could be relocated off of
the wastewater line on *higher ground’ if appropriate. A short-term
access across Myrtle Avenue could be at the street level, while a
long-term solution could include an underpass dong with culvert
remova and stream/estuary channel restorati on.

This segment of trail could connect with the new Humboldt Bank
Plaza, if Humboldt Bank is interested, where there is a smal road
(often used as atrail) on the outer peri meter of thetrailer park. This
route would ideal ly connect with proposed improvements to the Eu-
reka Slough and bay waterfronts near US 101, the former M ontgom-
ery Wards site, and Blue Ox Millworks (Sections IV C1 and IV C2).

Along themarina water front and to the south, a paved maintenance ve-
hicle accessitrail servesthosewho want agroll with aview of boats bay,
wildlifeand the Eurekawaterfront. Thispaved route couldbe expanded as
afoatpath around the idand, particuarly to view the *wildlife sasnctuary’
ontheidand. Loca hirders suggest araised plaform for birdng views

Boaas are drawn to the idand, its egret rookery, small channds and
higory. Accessvariesdepending on tides, asthereisvery littlesdid ground
on theidand. Sengtive natura (salt marshes avian hahitat) and cultural
resourcescondrainaccessdevel gomernt. The Talle Bluff Reservation-Wiyat
Tribe and othesare very interesed in pratecting theidand. The Tribeis
planning restoration of cerenonia grounds on thenorthern endof theis
land. Water trail developmentsshouldbelimited to Sgnage, with apoten-
tid limitation that boatersremainin the bay around theldand’ sperimeter.

Toform alink intheconceptuad ‘waking loop’, an overpass between
theend of M Street and the Sacco A mphitheater in Carson Mill Park
below could serve thousands of tourists annualy visiting the man-
sion site and wishing to access the waterfront (and any future park
developments). The amphitheater roof (currently in disrepair) could
potentially be removed to accommodate connecti on with an overpass.

In the future, a connection to the bay along
Second S ough could be researched.

Indian Island supportsavariety of avian
wildlife, induding an Egret rookery.

The historic Carson Mansion brings many
visitorsto thewaterfront.



A short walking path north of the Carson
Mansion and library provides unobstructed
views of the bay.

A bluff-top trail would provide i mproved
views of the bay from Fort Humbol dt Sate
Historic Park.

Theview from thefoot of M Street is spectacular, and with any fu-
ture public facility devel opments in the park and potentiad waterfront
tral expansions, this link between (basicadly what is the end of) Old
Town and the waterfront could prove beneficial. Numerouls foot trails
exist from the mansion area to Waterfront Drive below. At the very
least, a set of stairs could be developed along the bluff, however a
railroad crossing would need to beresearched. Whether or not an over-
pass is developed, improvements to the short walking path north of
the mansion and library should be made to facilitate public bluff-top
access to this area with unique views.

The Sate Department of Parks & Recreation Northern Redwood
Unit has an office and historic interpretive facility at Fort Humboldit,
atop the bluff overlooking the Elk River Wildlife Area. A trail on the
bluff could link with adjacent sidewaks and provide excellent views
of the bay. The route could be an urban pedestrian route on Sdewaks
aong Farfield Street, atrail on anold road above US 101 north of R.
Humboldt, atrail along the western perimeter of R. Humboldt, an ur-
ban pedestrian route between Ft. Humboldt and Ocean View Cemetary,
and a trail aong the western perimeter of the cemetary. The route
through Ocean View Cemetary is presently in use as a bicycle/pedes-
trian dternative route during highway construction.

This major thoroughfarefor loca s and visitors dikeis not a place
any pedestrian or cyclist or person in a whedlchair would desire to
travel . The only segment of highway on the north coast with higher
traffic volumes is the Eureka-Arcata US 101 corridor (HCAOG,
2001). Though it pardl es the bayshore, and needs to be crossed to
access the bay from west Eureka, it is likely that most people don’'t
consider negotiating this corridor without acar unless they have no
other choice. Eastern and western portions of 4th and 5th Streetsd so
still pose great chal enges to pedestrians and cyclists.

West Eureka neighborhoods are s0 closg yet so far away from the
bay. A combination of thebluff-top setting and the commercia US 101
‘strip’ that deters peopleon foot or bike crestes what fed sto many like
aformidable bay access barrier. The existing corridor is very wide
(with four lanes of traffic and a contiguous center turn lane), it lacks
contiguous sidewaks (though Ca trans and the City are working on
closing the gaps), provides alimited number of sites for pedestrian




crossing at traffic signd's, and generadly lacks aesthetic appea a ong
most of the corridor. Some of the corridor is flanked by rhododen-
dron landscaping or marsh, however. Newer commercia deve op-
ments are providing better landscaping, however many of them a so
place parking in front of buildings, contributing to the high-speed
‘strip’ feeling of the corridor.

A publication of the Oregon Department of Trangportation, Main Stret,
When A Highway Runs Through I t, addresses many of thesecommon
highway/city interaction issues and provides many practical solutions
for redeveloping these corridorsinto muti-moda-friendy places

The City of Eurekais pursuing development of amore multi-modal
freindly corridor on Broadway. They are working on adesign of the
roadway that will create amore balanced and attractive streetscape
environment that will meet Cdtrans' needs for traffic flow.

Thistypeof project could improveneghborhood accesstothebay,
relievetraffic congestion, and have a positive economic effect on the
area. Transformation of Broadway to a ‘boulevard’ -type highway
could include:

» Planted medians and left turn lanes (that will provide pedestri-
answitha‘refuge , focus vehicular crossing movements, and pro-
vide an opportunity to ‘ soften’ the corridor with landscaping);

*  Wider sidewdks, ‘bulb-out’ pedestrian crossings, landscaping,
and lighting;

» Concentrated commercial drivewaysto reduce sidewak cross-
ings and vehicular conflicts; and,

» Directional signage, similar to that downtown, could help high-
light the (often unknown) proximity of the bay.

The Keep Eureka Beautiful committee has prioritized these types
of improvements, particul arly to the Broadway corridor, and should
receive support for their efforts. The City applied for federa and
state grants in 2000 for limited improvements that were not funded.
Greater coordination with Catrans is needed to gain Department of
Transportati on support.

Oneor morepedestrian overpasesfromtheblufftoptothewest side
of US 101 near the Eureka Marsh could aso be an option to reduce
pedestrian hesitancy to negotiatethe highway to accessthebay. Place-
ment of such an overpasswould need to be carefully considered. One
potentiad siteisreferenced in Section VIA4 a Vigo Street —at least for
thebay-leved siting of such astructure, however thisblufftop sitemay
not be appropriate. Also, the residents of west Eureka need to be out-
reached to and their input solicited oninterest ini mproved connecti on
to the bay and the west side of US 101. These neighborhoods may

Thecharacter of US101/Broadway could be
improved for all modes and better highlight
itsproximity to the bay.



The gul ches of Eureka are mostly privatdy
owned —but in places could provide neighbor-
hood recreation, outdoor classrooms and
accessways to the bay.

Better access between Humboldt Hill and the
bayis needed.

now not truly consider this a possibility, and therefore may not make
the effort to note interest. A multi-moda overpass in the vicinity of
Harris and Henderson Streets was studied as one dternative to help
relieve traffic congestion in Eureka on US 101, however was not rec-
ommended as apriority dueto cost and aestheti c concerns.

Further research is needed to determine the potential for development
of an extensivetrail network through some of Eurekas ‘gulches’ —
the locd term for riparian stream corridors that make up the mgority
of remnant open space in Eureka. This network could possibly be de-
veloped into aloop that connects with the bay and waterfront.

Such a system, however, would have many constraints, including
the fact that most gulch open space is privately owned, numerous
habitat and physical limitations exist, and a lack of complete conti-
nuity of gulches would mean integrati on with the street network in
places. This vision can be accomplished over time if the City and
landowners work together. If adopted as a City god, this mission
will require pati ence, compromi se, and a collective effort to create a
trail system thatwill help Eurekans better know and appreciate these
disappearing wild areas in the City.

Connecting the Wildlife Area and Martin S ough would provide an
important link from southern Eureka ne ghborhoods to the water-
front. US101, tidal wetlands and privatelands present major obstacles.

Improved gateway landscaping dong the US 101 at Herrick Road
would likdly attract visitors and establish the area as a user-friendly,
safe waterfront access route.

Road improvementsto provide a safe corridor for pedestrian and
bike access between the bay town of King Saimon and South Bay
School would servefamilies of King Samon and Humboldt Hill . This
project has not been identified as a priority roadway project by the
County and thereforemay not be acted upon anyti mesoon. However,
the Humbol dt County Association of Governmentsrecently identified




bicycle and pedestrian improvements to school vicinity streets as a
top priority in the 2000-2002 Regiond Transportation Plan.

The connection of Fields Landing and King Salmon — both i solated
bayside communities—with atrail has been identified asalow prior-
ity project due to environmental constraints. Therailroad corridor
has insufficient width to include a trail and the Railroad Authority
hasintenti onsto use thisline inthenear future. The area between the
communities is predominately tida wetlands and would requirefill -
ing or boardwak development to accommodate a trail.

Trave between Fidds Landing, College of the Redwoods, and the
Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refugeis currently possible only on
US 101 (or Tompkins Hill Road between the College and the Refuge).
A potentid tral route that could become part of theCaliforniaCoasta

Trail would bewest of US 101 dong the side of the existing rail road
corridor. Therailroad corridor in HeldsL anding includestwo rail tracks
that mergeinto asngletrack south of Railroad Avenueand the County’s
boat ramp (Figure [V-2).

A trall corridor could beStuated wes of thetworail lines nextto Har-
bor Didrict and private property. West of therail corridor, asmd | drain-
agecould potentidly preclude placement of atrail. A trail east of therail
corridor wouldlimit coagtd access over therail lines. South of the county
boat ramp, adjacent to the railroed corridor, isaprivate sorage yard. A
twenty-foot trail easement could be requested through thisarea

There are several potential routes between Railroad Avenue and the
Kramer Dock parcd (FigurelV-2), however further investigationis
needed to determine which is most appropriate. Located adjacent to
the bay and west of the rail corridor, thehistoric Kramer Dock parcel
is owned by the Harbor District. The dock is being considered for
reinstatement of uses including acommerica shipping termina and
ahome for a museum ship.

Alargefid diseast of thisarea and may be developed into a picnic and
parking areafor the museum ship. This area could also suppart atrail
route continuing south aong the bay until it connects with the rail-
road corridor and HBNWR (Section [11B2). Thereis asmal slough/
drainageinlet that would need ashort (gpproximately 15’ span) bridge.
At this junction, thetrail would follow therailroad right-of-way south
to the US 101 overpass and an intersection with Tompkins Hill Road.

Therailroad corridor between Fidd's
Landing and HBNWR is surrounded by
wetlands.

The area adjacent to Kramer Dock should be
improved for bay access.



Where the potentid trail route and rail corridor reach the bay south of
FHeld's Landing, width between therailroad corridor and thebay edge
diminishes and is not sufficient for a multiple-usetrail for more than
haf of the remaining distance to the US 101 overpass Severd board-
walk structureswould be required if atrail were developed west of the
existing rallroad corridor, and would be subject to storm tida action.

HBNWR owns property east of and adjacent totherailroad corri-
dor through a portion of this area. Any trall proposed here should
meet HBNWR management plan goas. Depending on location of
thetrail, and whether it would connect with Tompkins Hill Road or
continue south on the west side of US 101, a railroad crossing will
need to be considered. Thetrall corridor must cross therail corridor
a the overpass of US 101 to join Tompkins Hill Road or follow US
101 south in Refuge | ands.

There is a culturally sensitive area near the corridor where illegal
looti ng activiti es have occurred i n the past. Increased and improved
visitor access in this area should be carefully considered along with
mitigati on measures to stop this activity. The Wiyot Tribe should be
included in project planning, as will al other bay access projects.

College of the Redwoods, located 1.5 miles south of Fields Landing
and fivemiles south of Eureka, isanisolated facility lacking adequate
non-motorized access The only motorized route to the campus from
the north is via US 101. An unofficid ‘back door’ route is used by
cyclistsviaprivate property and Elk River Road. A trail routeto better
connect the campus and Eureka would involve a ‘ volunteer’ trail on
CR and private property as wel as county roads. The County of
Humboldt is currently widening shoulders on Elk River Road.

Thistrail project would includelandowner negotiationsfor atrail ease-
ment and approva from the Humboldt Botanica Garden Foundation
(leasees of CR property in thetrail corridor) and College of the Red-
woods Administration. The planned construction of the Humboldt
Botanicd Gardens (HBG) is still in the fundraising sage. Incorporat-
ing this trail with HBG would require further negotiations and, poten-
tid ly, slight modification of their conceptual design.

This historic facility could be an excellent public access site. The site
offerssveeping views of the Pacific Ocean, Humbol dt Bay, South Spit,




and Ed River estuary. It could operateas avisitor center, a hostel, or an
atractive day-use picnic area. Lighthouse Ranch and 6 surrounding
acres are currently for sale with an asking price of $1.5 million.

There are four DFG WildlifeAreas in the Ed River Unit, including
Ocean Ranch, Cock Robin Island, Canniba Island, and the recently
acquired Oxbow area. The highest public access priority isto de-
velop trails within Cock Robin Island area of the Ed River estuary.

Ocean Ranch is a popular hunting areawith potentia for trail deve -
opment (Figure 11-1). Current trail s are those made by hunters and
birders. Parking improvements, signing, and atrail plan are needed
for the Ocean Ranch Unit. There could be potential to link the Wil d-
lifeAreas by tral, but adetail ed andysis of private property impacts
and willingness would be needed.

This particul ar segment of the Coastal Trail is beyond the scope of
this Sudy. However, to discuss apossible continuation of the Coastal
Trail, corridorshavebeenidentified asd ternatives. Moreresearchis
needed before any recommendations can be made (For additional
information concerning Coastal Trail routing, refer to The Hammond
Trail Extension Anaysis, compl eted by NRS in June, 2001).

The first alternative would travel from the Wildlife Refuge to Ed
River Road, and would continue to Fortuna. Some sections of old,
abandoned county road near Palmer Creek could be used as a trall.
This route would link South Bay communities with Loleta and
Fortuna, and would provide the potentid of an additiond trail spur
to Ferndde. This route would provide scenic views of the Eel River
Bottoms, accessto nearby beachesandriversidel ocations and would
serve as a direct, non-motorized commuter route to and from the
South Bay communities.

Ferndale residentswould have easy access to the route, especidly if
an additiond trail spur were designed. Idedlly, the spur would travel
adong State Route 211 and through Ferndale along Centerville Road
until joining wi th Centerville Beach County Park. Atthe County Park,
the traill would follow Centerville Road along the coast. Potentials
may exist for a road-adjacent trail and/or road upgrades along
Centerville Road. This trail segment would serve as the preferable
route for the Coastal Trail. Trail users would benefit from additiona

A trail from Table Bluff to Fortuna would
have scenicviewsthe Ed River Bottoms.



New managers of the South Spit will deter-
minethe types of accessto be provided.

access to the Lost Coast King Range, as well as scenic views of the
Eel River Vdley and Ferndale Bottoms. The Coastal Conservancy re-
cently acquired and gifted the Lost Coast Headlands, south of
Centervill e, to the Bureau of Land Management. Potentids may exist
for trail routing through this area.

The second alternative would trave from the Wildlife Refuge to
Tompkins Hill Road, just east of US101, and then continueto Edl River
Drive. The route would then continue along the road to Fortuna. Be-
causeof thenarrow, windy natureof TompkinsHill Road, bicyclelanes
and/or shoulder improvements would benecessary. Road right-of-way
issuesand private property could limit development of aroad-adjacent
trail. Although theroute would serve asalink to somecommunities, it
would bypass the larger communiti es of Loletaand Fernbridge, both
of which offer very scenic and historic vistas. This route would aso
bypassthe potenti a spur to Ferndale, which, as previously mentioned,
would likely be the preferred routing of the Coastd Trall.

Because the ownership of and management plan for the South Spit
isin flux, few recommendations are made here (Section VIIAS). If
habitat value is determi ned to be the primary management focus,
then only minimal or moderate recreationa access should be deve-
oped. Much of the bay shore has dff-road vehicle (ORV) trals aong
it, and these could be converted to hiking and equestrian trail s, if
ORV useis discontinued. The northeastern South Spit beach is very
scenic and has asmall beach. However, thisis also a popular spot
for shorebirds, and may be more appropriatdy left without improved
public access.




