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Elk River Wildlife SanctuaryElk River Wildlife Sanctuary
The Elk River Wildlife Sanctuary is home to many birds, sea mammals, and coastal plant species. 
The Elk River Spit, located north across the Elk River estuary, supports a special dune community 
including two endangered plant species: beach layia (Layia carnosa) and Humboldt Bay wallflower 
(Erysimum menziesii).

Wiyot people, the original inhabitants of the Humboldt Bay watershed, call the Elk River area 
Iksori.  Their ancestors once lived in Iksori in redwood plank homes and traveled Elk River and 
Humboldt Bay in redwood dug-out canoes. Fresh food such as crabs, clams, eel, salmon and 
shellfish were gathered from the estuary and bay.

"A Wildlife Haven In City Limits"

City Of EurekaCity Of Eureka

Hiking is allowed on all designated trails in the Wildlife Sanctuary. 
This trail segment is a part of the California Coastal Trail.

From the put-in at the corner of Hilfiker Lane, one can take a scenic paddle along the Elk 
River esturay or explore the unique features of the Humboldt Bay shoreline.

Help protect the wildlife. Please keep dogs on a leash.

These trails are not designed for motor vehicle traffic. Riding can 
cause erosion, wildlife disturbance and is dangerous to trail users.

Overnight camping is not permitted. See region map for nearest campground.

Please respect the Wildlife Sanctuary. Do not litter.

Campfires are not permitted in the Wildlife Sanctuary.

Hunting is not permitted. See region map for nearest hunting area.

There are excellent opportunities for wildlife observation from a distance. Look for 
resident shorebirds, birds of prey, harbor seals and river otters that frequent the estuary.
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Figure III-10. Elk River Wildlife Area Kiosk Display Example 


